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(Tone Chart A)
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Chart B is taken from (TAIWAN GO ZYO YO GO 1)
published by Dr.Y.T. Wang.
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A brief Introduction to Taiwan Ban Lam Gi

(Tone Shift Diagram)
1/8 & Vowels :
Y, There are six vowels, all of which are about the same as
Mandrin vowels except o (3] .
& ] a (a) Low - Back - Unrounded lips
gx ou (o) Highmid-Back-Rounded lips
ANY u (u)  High - Back - Rounded lips
e (e) High-mid - Front - Unrounded lips
5% 1 (i) High - Front . Spread lips
r d 7 ‘% o) (5)  Low-mid - Back - slightly Rounded lips
Diphthongs :
AV * There are Ten diphthongs of which three , ue / ui / iu are

not found in Mandarin.
P t.k « ai/au/ ui/ iu, in these sounds the first vowel is syllabic.
« ia/iou /ua /ue, in these sounds the final vowel is syllabic.
¢ + iau/ uai, in these sounds the second vowel is syllabic.
3/4 %
 Diphthongs with final m / n / ng
If the sounds ends with m, e.g., am /om /im /iam, the m

is not prolonged.  If the sounds ends with n, e.g.,
By prof.Nicholas C.Bodman,

Cornell University

ridge after pronouncing the vowel.

« If the sounds ends with ng, e.g., ang /ong/ eng/ iang /
iong /uang, the mouth must be kept open and the back
part of the tongue, must be raised till it touches the velum,
diverting the breath through the nasal cavity.
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Nasalized Vowels :

There are Fourteen Nasalized Vowels, none of which are

is pronounced as the t’ s in that’ s all and (te)is as the ch in

which ear . (ts) is pronounced before a /o /ou /u /ng;
found in Mandarin. ] )
and (te) is only before the letter i .

A i chh (s /te ] Voiceless - Aspirated - Affricates.
letting the breath stream simultaneously pass through the . , , ,
L oaot (ts*] is aspirated more strongly than the ' s in that’ s all.

n g
asal cavity (t¢*) is more strongly aspirated than the ch in which ear.

j (dz/ 4% Voiced - Unaspirated - Affricates.
The position of the tip of the tongue is the same as in the

+ In pronouncing m, the lips are closed. ng is pronounce
with the back of the tongue touching the velum.

* aiz /auz /iuz / iaz / iauz /uaz /uiz /uaiz pronounce the
= /auz /_/ - /‘ ./_‘ /uiz/ ) b ) ‘ sound (ts /te). [9%]is pronounced only before the letter i.
diphthongs ai /au /iu / ia / iau /ua /ui /uai, letting the . L
breath - | b b th Lo S(s/e) Voiceless - Fricative .
reath stream simultaneously pass through the nasal cavity.
yP g Vity Both the( s Jand(¢)are included in s. In the pronunciation

off s Jthe front of the tongue is against the tooth ridge, and
in [(¢) the front of the tongue is against the front of the

Consonants . . . palate. (e) appears only before the letter i . Before a /ou/

p (p) Voiceless - Unaspirated - Stop — lips ) ) i

_ . ] o/ u/ng,sis pronounced like the s in so , but somewhat
ph  (p*) Voiceless - Aspirated - Stop — pipe ) ]
b ) Voiced - St broth more forcibly enunciated.

oiced - Sto — brother
(b) ' P h (h) Voiceless - Glide.
(m) Voiced - Nasal — amount ) o

_ (h) is produced by aspiration before a vowel.
t (t) Voiceless - Stop — but o ] i )

. ‘ In pronouncing it the tongue and lips are in the positon
th () Voiceless - Aspirated - Stop — test , ,

. for the vowel which follows it. Before a /o/ou/ u /ng,
| (1) Voiced - Lateral — language o i ) -

_ it is pronounced like an English h, but it is somewhat
n (n) Voiced - Nasal — another , o

. . _ more strongly enunciated. Before e or i, it is generally
k (k) Voiceless - Unaspirated - Stop — skin laalized and ds like the b in b

alatalized and sounds like the h in huge .

kh (k) Voiceless - Aspirated - Stop — kick P -
g (g) Voiced - Unaspirated - Stop — good
ng (p) Voiced - Nasal — singer

ch (ts/te) Voiceless - Unaspirated - Affricates
Both the (ts) and (ts) sounds are included in the letter ch,
in the pronunciation of (ts ], the tip of the tongue is
against the tooth ridge, and in the pronunciation of (te] ,

the tip of the tongue is against the front of the palate, (ts)
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Tones :

. o , . . * In this book there are 10 letters(vf7 rd ptkqx )used as
« Tone is of great significance in speaking Taiwan Ban Lam

tone marks indicating the tone of each syllable as illustrated

Gi . Every syllable may be produced with several different .
inthe ® @ ® @ ® ® @ above .

tones which vary and consequently differ in meaning , e. g. ,

siv ( Poem ) 1" tone Ee Neutral tone :
si to die 2" tone . . .
]l( ( ) { i An isolated syllable is always pronounced with stress.

si (four ) 3" tone | .

i Therefore each syllable has a basic tone. But when a
sit (to lose ) 4™ tone 4 . . . .. .

1 syllable is pronounced in context,its original tone sometimes

siT (time ) 5% tone B . 1. .

i changes into Neutral tone, which is short and weak. Strictly
sid (yes ) 7% tone = . . . .

) speaking, the Neutral tone varies considerably in context.
S1 tx (wing ) 8™ tone il

The basic chracteristic of the Neutral tone is that it is not

* Inaccurate pronunciation of tone may result in lack of com-
P Y determined by the original tone of the syllable, but by the

rehension on the part of the listener, as well as occasional
P b tone of the syllable before it. e. g.,

comic situation and misunderstandings. This phenomenon . , ,

‘ o ‘ & . p ( Khioug khi lai ] (to pick up ), both khr and /af syllables

is lacking in western languages; so, in studying BanLamGi, , , ,

, o in this context, changed into Neutral tones.
much stress has to be laid on the discrimination of tone.

* There were formerly thought to be 8 tones in BanLam Gi, but
according to the results of research, the second tone and the

Shift of tone :
sixth tone are the same falling tone, are identical . In other

In words or phrases of two or more syllables, the last syllable
words, there are only 7 tones in Taiwan BanLamGi. L .
generally retains its original tone, the other syllables

generally undergo a tone change. For example ;

tone tone mark pitch pronunciation
1 st 14 victory=first) (on high level
g ] v ) (on high ) @ Original tone Changed tone An Example
2 nd f falllng (from high drops quickly ) &
- ) 1 st — 7 th g1/ By (center)
3 rd / ] ow (from middle drops slowly) @ ) . i )
- tiongv — tiongd tiongd simv
¥ 4 th  p/t/k/q stop low (ends abruptly with  p/t/k/q) @
o @ Tth - 3 #/ #5  (adiamond)
5 th r rising (from middle rises slowly) & )
-, suand — suanl suanl chiougx
T th d mid (on mid level ) ®
- ® 3rd - 2nd 50/ #&  (toremember)
x 8 th px/tx/kx/qx stop high (ends abruptly with px/tx/kx/qx) @

kil — kif kif liamd
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@ 2nd
haif

® 5th
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¥ ® 4pvk
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pr/ tx/ kx
tapx

chhutx

4ptk

lap
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2nd
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W ¥ (the ocean)
haiv yuzr
&/ &% (ablack tea)
angd ter
& EZE  (answers)
tapx anl
H/ HER  (to publish)
chhutx panf
W/ BIE (to water flowers)
akx huev
4/ &fs (1o pay taxes)
lap suel
g/ B&fE (toslip and fall)
kut touf
2/ B#  (tuition)
hak huil
A/ Bt (a moon cake )
guel piazf

Me/ §8%E  (aduck’ s egg)
af nngd

A 4™ tone ending in q®, changes to 2™ tone ;

A 4™ tone ending in p t k®, changes to 8 ™ tone ;

An 8 ™ tone endingin gx®, changes to 3rd tone; an 8 tone
endingin px tx kx@, changes to 4 " tone ;

A 5 ™ tone may changes to 7

th

tone® (or 3« tone),

this tone change differs from place to place in Taiwan.
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